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e f' For as long as | can
~ remember, Seventh-day
Adventist evangelists
have applied the number

666 to one of the
- Latin titles of the
Pope, namely,
Vicarius Filii Dei.
They have clamed that
this title (which means
“Vicar of the Son of

R =

Present
God”) is one of the
Truthfor  uea titles which have
the Last

traditionally been used by
the popes. Some of our
evangelists have also
affirmed that the title is
(or hasbeen) inscribed on
the papal tiara or on his
miter.
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Did you know?

that the United
States borrowed
its great seal from
Rome? For this
Secret Unsealed
don't miss Pastor
Bohr's Studies on
Matthew 24.
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Recently several of our
ablest scholars have
answered “no” to these
guestions. A new view
has appeared on the

"’F?éflectlons on the Number 666

horizon with defenders of the
caiber of Dr. William G
Johnsson, Dr. Beatrice Neall,
Dr. Samuele Bacchiocchi, Dr.
Jon Paulien, Dr. Ranko
Stefanovic and Dr. Angel M.
Rodriguez. Thesetheologians
have challenged the
traditional view and have
proposed a new one. The
traditional view is very
specific. It applies the name
and number of the beast
directly to a succession of
Roman Catholic popes. The
new view has removed this
specific meaning from the
Roman Catholic papacy and
hasapplied it in general terms
to an end-time aienation of
man from God.

Several years ago Dr.
Beatrice Neall articulated
the newview:

“Six is legitimate when it
leads to seven; it represents
man on the first evening of
his existence entering into
the celebration of God's
creative power. Theglory of
thecreatureisrightif it leads
to the glory of God. Six
hundred sixty-six, however,
represents the refusal of
man to proceed to seven, to



(Cont.d)
give glory to God as Creator and

Redeemer. It represents man’'s
fixation with himself, man seeking
glory in himself and his own
creations. It speaks of the fullness
of creation and all creative powers
without God—the practice of the
absence of God. It
demonstrates that
unregenerate man is
persistently evil.”
Beatrice Neall, The
Concept of Character
in the Apocalypse with
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God during the seventh day. The
number reveals the rebellious
nature of the enemies of God and
His remnant. That seemsto be the
best available interpretation.”
Angel M. Rodriguez, Future
Glory, p. 122. Emphasisismine.

This change has
upset some in the
church who fedl like
the traditional view is
more than adequate to

Chaates - Evcation. D1, and | explainthemystry o
pp. 153-155. ' rightfully so. the number 666. Many
feel that the new view

This rather has taken what is

philosophical, conjectural, if not
speculative definition of the
number six has been picked up and
simplified by Dr. Angel M.
Rodriguez:

“. .. the Greek phrase trandated
‘It isaman’s number’ (Revelation
13:18) could be also rendered ‘it is
the number of humanity.” In that
case, it is not referring to a
particular person but to a
characteristic of humanity
separated from God. Since God
created humans during the sixth
day, it could stand as asymbol of
humanity, but ahumanity not yet
at rest with God and without thejoy
of a harmonious relationship with

definite and clear and
has made it indefinite and fuzzy.
Others have gone so far as to
believe that the Seventh-day
Adventist Church has been
infiltrated by Jesuits who have the
hidden agenda of destroying our
distinctive prophetic roots with a
view to ultimately destroy the
Seventh-day Adventist Church
itself.

This later fear has been fed in
recent years by Adventist college
teachers who have stated that we
should build bridges of
understanding with Rome rather
thancriticizing her. Theconspiracy
flames have been further fanned

(Cont.)
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when amedal wasgiventothepope
by the religious liberty department
of the General Conference and also
when the flag of the Holy See was
paraded on stage a the 2005
General Conference session in St.
LouisduringtheMarch of Nations.

Inthisarticle | would liketo take
acloser look at the number 666 asit
relates to the name of the beast. As
webegin, thereare severa Biblical
facts that will help us understand
this enigmatic number and the
systemtowhichitapplies.

First, a very important fact that
has been overlooked more
frequently than not isthat the name
of the beast is a blasphemous
name. This is stated explicitly in
Revelation 13:1:“Then | stood on
the sand of the sea. And | saw a
beast rising up out of the sea,
having seven heads and ten horns,
and on hishornsten crowns, and on
hisheadsablasphemousname.”

Now that we know that the name
(whose number is 666) is
blasphemous, we must discover the
Biblical definition of blasphemy.
Does the Bible contain a clear
definition of what constitutes
blasphemy? The answer is
unmistakably yes.

The Scriptures clearly define
blasphemy asthe attempt of manto
make himself God and as such to
exercise the power and
prerogatives of God. When Jesus
affirmed: “1 and my Father areone”
(John 10:30) the Jews went
ballistic. They picked up stonesto
execute the death penalty required
by the Law (Leviticus 24:16).
When Jesus asked them what evil
work He had done to merit stoning,
they responded: “"For agood work
we do not stone You, but for
blasphemy, and becauseYou, being
aMan, make Yourself God." (John
10:33) The terminology of the
accusation is significant. Notice
that Jesus was told that He
blasphemed because He, being a
man, made himself God. In fact,
Jesus not only claimed to be God,
He also claimed to work thewor ks
of God! (John 10: 28, 37, 38)

Interestingly, in the way of
thinking of the Jewish leaders Jesus
was guilty of blasphemy when He
clamed to be the Son of God
(Matthew 26:64; 10:36, 37; John
19:7). All the Jews claimed to be
sonsof Godinageneral sensebut it
is clear that Jesus did not claim to
be a Son of God in ageneral sense
but in the strictest sense of being

(Cont.)
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the representative of God on
earth! He was the spokesman for
God on earth—His vicar, if you
please! This is the reason why
Jesus could say: “He who has seen
me has seen the Father.” Jesus
undoubtedly claimed to be
VicariusDei, andrightfully so.

Blasphemy is also defined as
when a mere man claims to have
the power to forgive sins. This
means that any man who claimsto
have the right to exercise the
prerogatives of God is guilty of
blasphemy. When Jesus told the
paralytic of Capernaum: “Your
sins are forgiven” the religious
leaders murmured saying: “Why
does this Man speak blasphemies
like this? Who can forgive sins but
God done? (Mark 2:7). The
religious leaders were actualy
thinking: If thisman claimsto have
the right to forgive sins, then he
must claim to be God because only
Godcanforgivesins.

[l Thessalonians 2:3, 4 has
similar terminology. Here we are
told that the man of sin sitsin the
temple of God (the church)
proclaiming himself to be God.
Once again we notice that this
power ishuman and yet it seeksto
occupy the place of God. Later on

in the passage we are told that this
power also clams to perform the
works that Jesus Himself
performed while He was on earth
(I Thessalonians 2:9;Acts 2:22).11
Thessalonians 2:3, 4 actually
paraphrases the language from
Daniel 11:36 wherewearetold that
the king of the north “shall do
according to his will; and he shall
exalt himself, and magnify himself
above every god, and shall speak
mar velous things against the God
of gods.” It will be noticed that the
exaltation of theking of thenorthto
the level of God islinked with the
great wor dsthat He speaks against
the God of gods. The use of the
word “man” in these verses does
not require that we find one
particular personas thefulfillment.
Adventists have understood the
word “man” in this passage to
refer, not to an individua, but
rather to a succession of persons,
namely, the popesof Rome.

Inthiscontext itisworthy of note
that the little horn of Daniel 7
(which symbolizesthe same power
as the beast of Revelation 13:1-10
and the man of sin of Il
Thessalonians 2) has a mouth that
speaks “pompous words against
the Most High” (Daniel 7:25).

These great words areidentified as
(Cont.)
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blasphemies in Revelation 13:5
wherewearetold that the beast was
given a mouth that speaks “great
thingsand blasphemies.” Thislittle
horn/beast not only claims to be
God but aso clams to have the
power to exercise the prerogatives
of God even to the point of
changing God's prophetic times
and His Law! (Daniel 7:25) Thus,
in a very specific sense, the little
horn (or the beast) claims the right
to occupy the place of God and to
exercise the power and
prerogativesof God.

In what sense does this little
horn/beast speak blasphemies
against God? Daniel 8 providesthe
indisputableanswer. In Daniel 8 (in
distinction to Daniel 7) we are not
told that the little horn speaks
blasphemies against the Most
High. Rather, we are told that the
little horn attempted to supplant or
take the place of the Prince of the
host by taking away the daily
ministration from Him (Daniel
8:11). Thus the little horn’'s
blasphemy consists in the act of
trying to supplant or taketheplace
of the Prince of the host and to
carryon Hiswork.

In the light of this overwhelming
Biblical evidence, it would seem

that the blasphemous name of the
beast must be linked with his
attempt to supplant or occupy the
place of God and to exercise the
power and prer ogativesof God.

There can be no doubt that the
power represented by the little
horn, thebeast andthemanof sinis
the Roman Catholic Papacy. The
little horn (and the beast) does not
appear inavacuum. Thereisaclear
sequence of powerswhich precede
the horn’ sarrival on the scene. The
kingdoms of Babylon, Medo-
Persia, Greece, Rome and divided
Rome must rule before the little
hom comeson the scere.

Numerous quotations could be
provided from Roman Catholic
writers to the effect that the pope
claims to occupy the place of God
on earth. Space limitations will
allow for only afew examples.

“. . . the pope can modify divine
law, since his power isnot of man,
butof God,andhe actsintheplace
of God upon earth, withthefullest
power of binding and losing his
sheep.i (Lucius Ferraris, Prompta
Bibliotheca, vol. 2, article APapaj,
boldismine)

Pope Nicholas | (who ruled from

858-867A.D.) oncesaid:
(Cont.)
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Ait is evident that the popes can
neither be bound nor unbound by
any earthly power, nor even by that
of the apostle [Peter], if he should
return upon the earth; since
Constantine the Great has
recognized that the pontiffs held
the place of God upon earth,
divinity not being able to be
judged by any livingman. Weare,
then, infallible, and whatever may
be our acts, we are not accountable
for them but to ourselves.(
(Cormenin, History of the Popes,
p. 243, ascitedin R. W. Thompson,
The Papacy and the Civil Power, p.
248, boldismine).

Pope Leo XIII in an Encyclical
Letter (‘On the Chief Duties of
Christians as Citizens') dated
January 10, 1890 affirmed: “But
the supreme teacher in the Church
is the Roman Pontiff. Union of
minds, therefore, requires, together
with a perfect accord in the one
faith, complete submission and
obedienceof will tothe Churchand
to the Roman Pontiff, as to God
Himself.” (The Great Encyclical
Letters of Leo XIII, p. 193, bold is
mine)

Leo XIII in an encyclical letter
dated June 20, 1894 stated: AWe
hold upon this earth the place of

God Almighty.0 (The Great
Encyclical Letters of Leo XIlI, p.
304, boldismine)

Repeatedly Roman Catholic
sources refer to the popes asvicars
of Christ, vice-regents of Chrigt,
representatives of Christ, and, yes,
Vicars of the Son of God (proof to
beprovided later inthisarticle).

Furthermore, the popes have
claimed the right to exercise the
power and prerogativesthat belong
only to God. They claimto havethe
right toforgivesins (cf. Mark 2:7),
to set up and remove kings (cf.
Daniel 2:21), to be bowed down to
(cf. Revelation 19:10), to be called
Holy Father (cf. Matthew 23:9), to
execute the death penalty upon
dissenters (cf. Daniel 7:21), to
change the Sabbath (cf. Daniel
2:21; 7:25), to change God's
prophetic calendar (cf. Daniel
7:25), to be the supreme judges of
heaven, earth and hell whose
decision cannot be appealed (cf.
John 5:22, 27) and to be infalible
expositors in matters of faith and
morals(cf. James1:17).

Second, besides the name of the
beast being blasphemous, the name
aso has a number (Revelation
13:17). Thecritical question at this

(Cont.)
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point is thiss How do we get a
number from a name? The answer
liesin thefact that in ancient times
numbers were written with the
letters of the alphabet. This
practice, referred to as gematria,
was used in Hebrew, Greek and
Latin. This means that when the
letters of the beast’s blasphemous
name are given their respective
numerical value the total will be
666. The Living Bible captures
well the meaning of Revelation
13:18: “Here is a puzzle that calls
for careful thought to solve it. Let
those who are able, interpret this
code: the numerical valuesof the
letters in his name add to 666!”
The New English Bible renders
Revelation 13:18 in smilar
fashion: “The number represents a
man’s name, and the numerical
value of its lettersis six hundred
and sixty-six.” Even the Roman
Catholic Douay Version adds a

footnoteto Reve ation 13:18 which
states: “ The numeral letters of his
nameshall makeup thisnumber.”

Recently, Dr. Bacchiocchi has
argued that the text of Revelation
13:18 requires a namerather than a
title. After all, thetext saysthat 666
is the number of the beast's name
and not the number of histitle. Dr.
Bacchiocchi therefore states that
Vicarius Filii Del, being a title
rather than a name, cannot fulfill
the specifications of the text
(Endtime Issues, Online
Newsletter, “The Saga of the
Adventist Papal Tiara,” part 2).
This argument is superficial and
can bedisposed of quite readily by
noting that in Revelation 19:16
Jesusisdescribed asonewho hasa
name written on hisvesture and on
his thigh. But the name is not a
personal name but rather a title:
“King of kings and Lord of lords.”
So the word “name” can refer to a
titlerather thanto aproper name.

Pastor Stephen Bohr

Parts 2 and 3 will be published in the next two issues.




STUDIES ON MATTHEW 24 .
If you ever wondered what the future holds, you will not want to miss 1"
this extraordinary, in-depth series of studies of Matthew 24. Pastor
Bohr coversthe parallels between the destruction of Jerusalem and the g
events before the Second Coming of Jesus. 14 Sermons )

Series Prices Individual Prices
$ 184.99 DVD or VHS $ 14.99 DVD or VHS
$ 56.00 CD or Cassette $ 4.00 CD or Cassette

07.07.07 OPERATION GLOBAL RAIN
Pastors Bohr, Bachelor, Myers, Wohlberg. Tello, Pacleb and
Armstrong; Q&A, Testimonies and Music. 5 hour live, unedited

programaired on 3ABN.

Series Prices Individual Prices
$ 3499 DVD $ 14.99 DVD or VHS
$39.99 VHS $ 4.00 CD or Cassette

$ 20.00 CD or Cassette

CATCHING UP TO JESUS

Theexplanation of the great disappointment of 1844 hasbeen described
as the greatest face saving gimmick in Christian history. But did you
know that at each stage of Christ’s sanctuary ministry there has been a
disappointment followed by an explanation of the reason for it? In this
six-part series Pastor Bohr explains the great disappointments of
Christ’ ssanctuary ministry. 6 Sermonsseries

Series Prices Individual Prices

$ 78.99 DVD or VHS $ 14.99 DVD or VHS

$ 24.00 CD or Cassette $ 4.00 CD or Cassette
JEWELS FOR THE MASTER
In this series pastor Bohr shares practical tips on how to successfully
witnessfor Jesusand win soulsfor thekingdom. T
4 Sermonsseries
Series Prices Individual Prices

$59.96 DVD or VHS $14.99 DVD or VHS

$16.00 CD or Cassette $ 4.00 CD or Cassette

Shipping not included



Monthly Spemals

July

Cracking the Genesis Code

DVD series: 20% Off
$249.60 + shipping - Reg. $312.00

Serie en DVD: 20% de descuento
$194.40 + envio - Reg. $243.00

Aug

Un Ancla Inmutable

DVD series
Este Mes Solamente $99.99 - Reg $144.99

Sept
The Beast from the Abyss

DVD series by Ivor Myers
Sale $29.99 - Reg. $40.9

Specials must be ordered in the month they are offered.

On August 1 -4 Secrets Unsealed
will be at ASI in Louisville, Kentucky
Look for us at booth # 240-242



From Our Listeners

Dear Pastor Bohr,

Every messageyou give gives gladness and encouragement to my heart and | am drawn
nearer to my Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. It is obvious you have made learning the
Bibleyour lifeswork. The Lord isobviously closeto you. Please keep doing what you
do sowell, and that is preach the TRUTH about the Bible. | feel you must be among the
select chosen to spread the 3 Angels message to the world and | pray that everyone
hears and then acts upon what they hear. | am a 7th-day Adventist, asis my mother and
son, but | have not mastered sharing the good news of Christ in an intelligent manner.
Any tips? Thank you so much, my brotherin Christ. Beth.

Thanks, Pastor Bohr, for your undiluted messages. Whether in the newsletter or in
sermons, you tell the poalitically incorrect truth without compromise. It is so consoling
and refreshing to find that the entire church has not gone after the world. Man of God,
keep upthesacred work; theLordwill reward youwith starsonyour crown. Victoria.

Dear DrBohr
I loveyour work and cant get enough of the messageitisacredit to the Church what you
speak and my God ContinuetoBless. WarmRegards, Alan.

Gracias Pastor Bohr por unir via satélite ami familiay ami através de sus Estudios,
gracias por aimentarnos de La Palabra, y por transimitir sus valiosos conoci mientos,
trataremos de no faltarle ninguna transmision de los Secretos del Génesis, Dios lo
Guarde, saludosdesdeMonterrey, N.L., Méx. Eleazar

Dear Pastor...

Thank you for your Ministry. | fully enjoyed your sermons at Sedaven Camp meeting
the past weekend. Through the knowledge | got by learning from you, | can now hold
Biblestudieseasier. Anton.

Hi pastor

PureBrillianceisthe only way | can describeyour sermons. | was at the Sedaven Camp
M eeting where you gave a sermon on the Creator's Sabbath Rest and for thefirst time
since | was baptised into the Seventh-day Adventist church, | knew that becoming an
Adventist wasthe greatest blessing God has given me. Thank you Pastor for making me
proudtobean Adventist. Charmaine.

Dear Pastor Bohr

| have been following your lectures on the cult of the virgin Mary and the myth of
Apostolic succession. | have been enriched spiritualy, thank you, may the Lord bless
you as you "give the trumpet a certain sound". Greeting from Mwanza, Tanzania,
PHILIP,




Secr ets Unsealed is a non-profit organization which is committed to
upholding and proclaiming the unique end-time Present Truth message
which God has entrusted to the Seventh-day Adventist Church to proclaim
totheworld.

Secrets Unsealed is a ministry of the Fresno Central Seventh-day
Adventist Churchin Fresno, California. Though our productsare useful for
evangelism they also provide in-depth Bible study and fresh insights on
Bibletruth for church members.

If you wish to know more about our ministry, sustain it by giving a
tax/deductible donation, or have any questions, feel freeto visit our website
at www.secretsunsealed.org, e-mail us at info@secr etsunsealed.org or
giveusacall at (559) 264-2300.

Pastor Stephen P. Bohr

was born in Wisconsin but grew up in Venezuela and Colombia
where hisparentsserved asmissionariesfor over thirty years. He
has traveled and preached all over the United States and the
world.

In thirty-three years of denominational work Pastor Bohr has
served as pastor, university theology teacher, conference youth/Pathfinder
director, ministerial secretary, and evangelist.

Hehasdedicated yearsto the study of the prophetic message of the Bibleand
is best known for his groundbreaking video series, Cracking the Genesis
Code., currenlty broadcasted on 3ABN.

Presently he serves as Senior Pastor of the Fresno Central Seventh-day
Adventist Church and also asspeaker for “ SecretsUnsealed” .

Our Hours of Operation....
Monday - Thursday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm PST

Closed on Friday, Saturday, Sunday and Holidays
Winter Hours: 9:00 am to 4:00 pm PST.
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